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The meeting was called to order at 9: 18 
I. Approval of Minutes 
A. Setser moves approval with suggested changes. Ganowicz 
seconded. Unanimous approval. 
II. Course Substitutions 
A. Ganowicz requested that the committee discuss this item of 
agenda first because he would have to leave early. 
B. Luckey shared information he had received from EKU about 
their policies. At EKU much of the decision making is left to the 
director. Luckey said he would be uncomfortable with that 
role. · 
C. Henson suggested the director should be given guidelines to 
follow, but students should be allowed to appeal the director's 
decision to the board. Dunaway amended that the director 
should also be allowed to bring the problem to the board if 
(s)he does not wish to make the decision alone. 
D. After discussion, Luckey made a two-part suggestion: 
l. substitution of an Honor's thesis for a seminar should 
be allowed only if the student has taken courses in a 
timely manner (one a semester except where there has 
been a documented conflict) AND the student will not be 
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able to graduate within the Honors program unless this 
substitution is allowed. 
E. After discussion of precedents (Tracy Sturgill was allowed to 
take an independent study in place of one course when she was 
accepted early to Vet school and Wayne Hardesty made a 
request which was not acted on). 
F. More discussion. Main points: 
1. Luckey: allowing this substitution may imply that the 
seminars are not as valuable to the students as 
independent study. 
2. Luckey: the Honors curriculum was designed with the 
idea that Honors students needed interaction with each 
other. Independent study eliminates one opportunity for 
such interaction. 
3. Ganowicz: should substitutions be allowed only in the 
case of "time crunch" or also for reasons of academic 
preference? (Discussion led to considering academic 
reasons as well.) 
4. Dunaway: suggest the formation of a thesis committee 
of three people-one honors faculty member, the student, 
and another professor the student will work with. 
5. Luckey: 70 pages is academically unfair to require, 30 
pages is more reasonable. 
G. Decision: One substitution of thesis for a seminar will be 
allowed if approved by the honors director or committee after 
a proposal is submitted. The student will be required to form a 
thesis committee consisting of the student, an honors faculty 
member, and another professor. Henson moved approval. 
Setser seconded. Unanimously approved 
H. Discussion of criteria for approval led to two changes in the 
above decision: 
1. Darling moved to amend the decision to say "an 
independent study with a required thesis" to avoid 
confusion where a study may try to write a thesis 
completely on their own. Opell seconded. Unanimous 
approval. 
2. Henson moved to amend the decision to .say that the 
honors faculty member of the thesis committee will be 
chosen by the honors director or honors program 
committee. Newberry seconded. Unanimously approved. 
... • 
I. Henson then moved to ask Dr. Beth Cooley to serve as the 
honors faculty member of Elizabeth Burton's thesis. Opell 
seconded. Unanimously approved. 
III. Vicki Wenz 
A. Luckey recommended the committee take back its decision 
to award her the honors scholarship because she will not be 
full time next semester. Henson moved to notify Wenz that if 
she is not full time she will not receive the scholarship. Opell 
added to that motion that if Wenz becomes full time, she will 
receive the scholarship. Darling seconded. Unanimous 
approval. 
The meeting was adjourned at 11: 15. The next meeting will be 3:00 
Monday the 13th of January. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Samantha Dunaway, secretary 
